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ESPON 2013 Programme Strategy 

•  Mission: 
–  Support policy development in relation to territorial cohesion and a 

harmonious territorial development 
–  Provide comparable information, evidence, analyses and scenarios 

on territorial structures and dynamics  
–  Reveal territorial capital and potentials in support of the 

competitiveness of regions and larger territories  
 

•  Key principles:  
–  Policy demand defines applied research themes 
–  Use of results by stakeholders 
–  Improve the European knowledge base on territorial development 

and cohesion, including data, indicators, typologies, models and 
maps  

–  Support European-wide understanding and involvement by 
communicating new comparable information for policy development  



ESPON’s Priorities 

•  Priority 1:  Applied research on territorial development, 
  competitiveness and cohesion 

•  Priority 2:  Targeted analysis based on user demands/ 
  European perspective to different types of  
   territories 

•  Priority 3:  Scientific platform and tools/  
  Territorial indicators, data, analytical tools 
  and scientific support 

•  Priority 4:  Capitalisation, ownership and participation/ 
  Capacity building, dialogue and networking 



Priority 4: Capitalisation, ownership and participation/  
Capacity building, dialogue and networking 

•  Objective 
–  Spread of European evidence on territorial trends, perspectives 

and policy impacts 
•  Type of actions 

–  Media and Publications 
–  European seminars and workshops 
–  Transnational networking activities (ESPON Contact Points)  

•  Involvement and integration of policy makers, practitioners 
and scientists 

•  Expected outputs 
–  ESPON synthesis reports and publications (smaller and larger, 

eventually leaflets in all languages)  
–  Actions with and without other organisations 
–  Transnational ECP actions  



ENECON 

•  8 Members: 
–  Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Iceland, Finland, Denmark, Norway and 

Sweden 

•  Aim: 
–  Facilitate transnational dialogues on spatial planning between policy 

makers and practitioners, scientists and young academics and students 
in the Nordic-Baltic countries. Special emphasis is on Northern Europe… 

•  Expected outputs: 
–  Dissemination, capitalization and awareness rising of ESPON results  
–  Mutual learning processes between relevant actors in the Nordic-Baltic 

region 
–  Contribution to the ability of policy-makers and researchers to position 

regions, macro-regions, and national territories in an ESPON context 
–  Trans-generational dialogue by engaging with young researchers and 

students that are active in the spatial and territorial development policy 
field 

http://www.rha.is/enecon/forsida/  
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