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A conceptual dialogue 

Grenier, 2011: Conceptualization of Polar Tourism 

In: Polar Tourism. A tool for Regional Development, p. 82 



The bipolar world 

Müller and Grenier, 2011:  

Polar Tourism. A tool for Regional Development, pp. xxi-xxii 



Valuing landscapes 

Not only is the North a land of raw and majestic beauty 

that has inspired generations of authors, artists and 

adventurers, and not only is it the home to a rich culture 

shaped through the millennia by the wisdom of Aboriginal 

people, but it also holds the potential to be a 

transformative economic asset for the country.    
Stephen Harper, Canada’s PM 2009, Iqaluit, Nunavut. 

Statement on Canada’s Arctic Foreign Policy, 2010 



Understanding the polar region  

Müller, 2011: Tourism Development in Europe’s Last Wilderness 

In: Polar Tourism. A tool for Regional Development, p. 133 



Understanding the polar region  

Müller, 2011: Tourism Development in Europe’s Last Wilderness 

In: Polar Tourism. A tool for Regional Development, p. 132 



Arctic Observing Network 

Social Indicators Project 

Kruse, et.al. 2011: Arctic Observing Network Social Indicators Project: overview.  

In Polar Geography, 34(1-2): p. 3 



The Arctic Social System 

Berman 2011: Arctic Human Dimension Observing System.  

In Polar Geography, 34(1-2): p. 133 



Branches of Polar Tourism  

Grenier, 2011: Conceptualization of Polar Tourism 

In: Polar Tourism. A tool for Regional Development, p. 66 



Emerging types 

Based on: Swarbrooke and Horner 2007: Consumer Behaviour in Tourism, pp. 83-89 

Cohen (1972) Plog (1977) Perreault, Dorden and Dorden (1979) Cohen (1979) Belgian survey (1986)

The organized mass tourist Psychocentric homebody Recreational tourist Traditionalists

The individual mass tourist vacationers Diversionary tourists Family - sun, sand sea lovers

The explorer budget travellers Experiential tourist Discoverers

The drifter Allocentric moderates Experimental tourist Nature viewers

adventurous Existential tourist Contact minded

Active sea lovers

Dalen (1989) Gallup and American Express (1989) Smith (1989) Wood and House (1991) Wickens (1994)

Traditional materialists Indulgers Charter Bad tourist Lord Byrons

Traditional idealists Worriers Mass Heliolatrus

Modern materialists Economizers Incipient Shirley Valentines

Modern idealists Dreamers Unusual Good tourist Ravers

Adventurers Off-beat Cultural heritage

Elite

Explorers



EQ segments 

From: http://en-corporate.canada.travel/resources-industry/toolkits/eq-teaser, viewed 10th January 2012 
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Polar types 

Gelter, 2011: Polar Tourist Experiences 

In: Polar Tourism. A tool for Regional Development, p. 236 



… what was once different is now familiar and 

the necessity to travel to encounter difference is 

greatly diminished as the experience of foreign 

cultures, practices, tastes and fashions become 

routinely embedded in everyone‘s daily lives. 
Williams, 2009: Tourism Geography. A New Synthesis, p. 6  

Post tourist? 

… “rigorous”, “full of facts”,  and  “concrete  

details”  but  also  “literary”,  “evocative”,  

“engaging”, “imaginative”,  “accessible”  and  

full  of  “flesh  and  blood  emotions”  and  

“feelings” …  
Crang og Cook, 2007: Doing Ethnographies, p. 205  

Án áfangstaðar/Without Destination  



Type of arctic change 

Kruse 2011: Developing an arctic subsistence observation system.  

In Polar Geography, 34(1-2): pp. 13-15 



Incorporating climate 

change 

• New services 

• New products 

• Awareness raising  

Gelter, 2011: Polar Tourist Experiences 

In: Polar Tourism. A tool for Regional Development, p. 245 



Gelter, 2011: Polar Tourist Experiences 

In: Polar Tourism. A tool for Regional Development, p. 244 



Activity Type of activity Prerequisite (clientele) Main resources on which activity is based Required infrastructrure (tour operator) Main destinations* Season

Ice driving Adventure Driver's licence Nature, snow, ice Vehicle, circuit F,N,S

Polar cruise Adventure None Sea, ice Icebreaker F,J

Snow golf Sport None Nature, snow Golf course F,N,S

Heli-skiing Extreme sport Skill Nature Helicopter, mountain BC,N,S

Ice hotel and bar General/recreational None Ice, snow Close to services F,Qc,S

Ice castle General/recreational Driver's licence Ice, snow Close to services F,Qc,S

Snowmobile Sport None Nature, snow Paths, services Everywhere

Christmas tourism Recreational Darkness Culture Miscellaneous F

Northern lights observation General/recreational None Atmosphere (clear sky, sun activity) Close to services F,NWT

Speed riding Sport/adventure None Snow, mountain Accompaniment, equipment Fr,It, Sw

Snowboard Sport None Nature Mountain Everywhere

Driving under ice pack Sport/adventure Skill, certification Nature Support equipment FR,N,Qc,R

Snowshoeing Sport/adventure None Nature, snow None Everywhere

Snowmobile safari Sport/adventure Driver's licence Snow, nature Vehicle, paths, support equipment Everywhere

Sauna (Finnish) Culture/recreational None Woods, water, culture Sauna F,N,S

Downhill skiing Sport Skill Nature, snow Support equipment, circuit Everywhere

Skijeering Sport Skill Snow, animals, nature Support equipment, path Fr,Qc

Ski skating Sport Skill Snow, nature Support equipment, circuit Everywhere

Cross-country skiing Sport/recreational Skill Snow, nature Support equipment, path Everywhere

Snowscoot Sport Skill Snow, nature Support equipment, circuit Everywhere

Outdoor survival Adventure None Nature, snow, mountain Support equipment, guide Everywhere

Dogsled Adventure None Snow, animals Support equipment, path Everywhere

Reindeer sled ride Adventure None Snow, animals Support equipment, path F

Kicksled Urban transport/sport None Snow Support equipment, path F,N,S

Ice climbing Recreational Experience Nature, cliff, ice Support equipment, cascade Everywhere

Ice fishing Sport None Nature, ice, fish Support equipment, lake F,Qc,S

Dwonhill skiing Sport Skill Nature, snow Support equipment, circuit Everywhere

Skijoring Sport Skill Nature, snow, animals Support equipment, path Fr,Qc

Cross country skiing Sport/adventure Skill Nature, snow Support equipment, circuit Everywhere

Bush skiing Sport/adventure Skill Nature, snow Support services Everywhere

Snowmobile Sport Skill Snow, nature Support equipment, circuit Everywhere

Camping Recreational None Nature Support equipment Everywhere

Sea cruise Recreational None Nature, urban environment Ship, port services A,Ant,G,I,N,Nk,Nu

Hiking Recreational, sport None Nature None Everywhere

River and lake boating Recreational None Nature, water Ship, crafts, support services Everywhere

Water sports Sport Skill Water Equipment and support services Ant, N,Nu

Sightseeing flight Recreational None Nature Aircraft and service Ant, Y

Sea cruise Recreational None Nature, urban environment Ship, port services A,Ant,G,I,N,Nk,Nu

Hiking Recreational None Nature None Everywhere

Relaxation journey in cottage Recreational None Nature Lodging, services F

Nordic hiking Sport None Nature, urban environment None F,N,S

Native tourism Cultural, recreational None Nature, urban environment Museums, lodging, boutiques CS,F,N,Nk,Nu,S,Qc

Museum tourism Educational, recreational None Culture Building Everywhere

* A (Alaska), Ant (Antarctic), BC (British Columbia), CS (Canada southern regions), F (Finland), Fr (France), G (Greenland), I (Iceland), It (Italy), J (Japan), N (Norway), Nk (Nunavik), NWT (Northwest Territories),

Qc (Québec), R (Russia), S (Sweden), Sw (Switzerland), Y (Yukon)

Spring

Summer

Fall

Year round

Various expression (activities) of polar tourism by season

Winter



Vox Naturae 


