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The first Northern Research Forum opened in
Akureyri, Iceland, where most of its sessions took
place, from 4 to 6 November 2000. Embracing the
theme „North Meets North“, the Forum attracted a
wide range of stakeholders with over one hundred
participants from Canada, Denmark, Finland,
Greenland, Iceland, Latvia, Norway, Russia, Sweden,
the UK and USA. The conference closed with a
Summary Session hosted by Dr. Ólafur Ragnar
Grímsson, president of Iceland, and was held at his
residency, Bessastaðir. Steps were taken during this
session to ensure the continuation of the NRF, and
the decision was made to hold the second Forum in
northwest Russia or Finland in 2002. 

During its meeting in Quebec City, May 2001, the
Steering Committee of the NRF accepted a formal
invitation from the city of Great (Veliky) Novgorod,
Russia to host the second NRF. This event - to be
organized by the NRF Steering Committee and
Secretariat, together with the Northern Research
Forum of Russia - is scheduled for 18 to 21 September
2002, and will be hosted by the Novgorod Oblast
Duma and the Novgorod Oblast Administration,
together with the Novgorod State University.  You
will find information about the second NRF at the
end of this volume, along with a call for your partici-
pation.        

This book includes most of the panel presentations
from the North Meets North forum, from the opening
session and five theme-related sessions.  It also con-
tains all of the background essays specifically written
for the first Forum. These invited position papers,
which were released to participants in advance of the

event, speak to the specific themes of the Forum and
have been assigned to a chapter accordingly. 

About twenty young researchers, most of them Ph.D.
students, presented at the Forum during the Open
Square Hours“ held after each regular panel session.
The chapter called „Voices of Young Researchers“
includes four of these presentations, dealing with dif-
ferent conference themes. 

At  the end of this volume you will find the names
and addresses of all participants, including a special
list for the authors of invited position papers, and the
programme of the first Forum. Information about the
Steering Committee, Honorary Board and Secretariat
for the NRF is listed under „The Mission and
Activities of the NRF.  

On behalf of the University of Akureyri and the
Stefansson Arctic Institute, the hosts of the first NRF,
we send sincere thanks to all those who came togeth-
er for North Meets North, session participants and
writers and the others who made the first NRF
possible. 

We especially express our gratitude to those who
contributed generous funds towards the Forum
event and the publication of this book; to the
Carnegie Corporation of New York, the Ford
Foundation, the Government of Iceland, and the
Nordic Arctic Research Program.

Akureyri in October 2001
The Northern Research Forum Secretariat

3

Foreword



4



Contents

Foreword  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

The Mission and Activities of the NRF  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Introduction: The Northern Research Forum as a Platform for Cross-Sectorial Dialogue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11
Lassi Heininen, Chairman, Northern Research Forum Steering Committee; Docent, 
University of Lapland, Finland

Opening Address  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
Ólafur Ragnar Grímsson, President of Iceland

Opening Session  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

Amalie Jessen, Vice-Director, Department of Industry, Greenland; Chair, North Atlantic 
Marine Mammal Commission   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
Peter G. Johnson, Council of Science and Technology Advisors, Canada; President, Association
of Canadian Universities for Northern Studies; Professor, Department of Geography, 
University of Ottawa, Canada  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26
Sergey Kharuchi, President of the Russian Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North . . . . 28

Keynote Address: The University of the Arctic: a Flexible Cooperation Structure for Research and 
Higher Education. Asgeir Brekke, Chairman of the Interim Council for the University of the 
Arctic; Professor, University of Tromsø, Norway and Richard Langlais, Secretary of the  Interim 
Council for the University of the Arctic; University of Tromsø, Norway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30

First Theme: Relevance of History  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35
Valgerður H. Bjarnadóttir, Directress, Centre for Gender Equality, Iceland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37
Aron L. Crowell, Alaska Director, Arctic Studies Center, National Museum of Natural
History, Smithsonian Institution, U.S.A.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41
Andrei Golovnev, Professor, Institute of History and Archaeology, Ural Branch of the
Russian Academy of Sciences, Russia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45
Shelagh D. Grant, Professor, Adjunct Faculty, Trent University, Canada  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49
Gísli Sigurðsson, Research Associate Professor, The Árni Magnússon Institute, 
University of Iceland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56

Second Theme: Northern Economies in the Global Economy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59
Nyurguyana Alexandrova, Yakut International Center for the Northern Territories’ 
Development, Northern Forum Academy, Sakha Republic, Russia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61
Richard A. Caulfield, Academic Program Head, Department of Alaska Native & Rural
Development, University of Alaska Fairbanks, U.S.A.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 64
Lise Lyck , Associate Professor, Copenhagen Business School, Denmark  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
Mark Nuttall, Professor, Department of  Sociology, University of Aberdeen, Great Britain  . 72
Steingrímur Sigfússon, MP, Parliament of Iceland; Chairman, Left Green Party of Iceland . . 76
Sergei F. Sutyrin, Head, Department of World Economy, St. Petersburg State University, 
Russia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79
Mead Treadwell, Managing Director, Institute of the North, Alaska Pacific University, U.S.A. 82

5

C
o

n
ten

ts



Third Theme: Regionalism and Governance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85
Veniamin Alekseyev, Director, Institute of History and Archaeology, Ural Branch of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87
Peter Clarkson, Executive Director, Gwich’in Renewable Resources Board, Canada  . . . . . 90
Siv Friðleifsdóttir, Minister for the Environment, Iceland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93
Clifford G. Hickey, Director, Canadian Circumpolar Institute . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96
Paavo Holopainen, Managing Director, Riekko Hotels, Finland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100
Ellen Kristensen, Member of the Danish Parliament for Greenland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103
Clifford Lincoln, Member of Parliament, Canada; Chair of the Standing Committee of
Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 105

Fourth Theme: Implementation of a Northern Dimension  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109
Sylvi Jane Husebye, Barents House, Norway  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 111
Tómas Ingi Olrich, MP, Parliament of Iceland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119
Zaneta Ozolina, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Latvia 122
Peter Stenlund, Ambassador, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Finland; Chairman, Senior 
Arctic Officials, Arctic Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126

Fifth Theme: Science and Technology Application in the North  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131
Aleta Fowler, Northern Housing Researcher, Canada Mortgage and Housing
Corporation, Canada  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 133
Jaana Kuula, Development Manager, University of Lapland, Finland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 136
Richard Langlais, Secretary of the Interim Council for the University of the Arctic, 
University of Tromsø, Norway  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139
David G. Malcolm, Special Advisor for Northern Science and Technology, Indian and 
Northern Affairs, Canada  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 143
Egor Petrov, Professor, Yakutsk State University, Russia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147
Boris Segerståhl, Director, Thule Institute, University of Oulu, Finland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148
Vladimir N. Vasiliev, Deputy Director, Yakut International Center for the Northern 
Territories’ Development, Northern Forum Academy, Sakha Republic, Russia  . . . . . . . . . . . 152
Oran Young, Director, Institute of Arctic Studies, Dartmouth College, U.S.A. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155
Níels Einarsson, Director, Stefansson Arctic Institute, Iceland; Oliver William Heal,
Professor, University of Edinburgh, Great Britain; Oran Young, Director, Institute 
of Arctic Studies, Dartmouth College, U.S.A.; Lassi Heininen, Chairman, Northern
Research Forum Steering Committee, Docent, University of Lapland, Finland; 
Mark Nuttall, Professor, Department of Sociology,
University of Aberdeen, Great Britain; Alf Håkon Hoel, Associate Professor, 
University of Tromsø, Norway  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 160

Square Hour: Voices of Young Researchers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 167
Nadezhda Kharlampieva, School of International Relations, State University of
St. Petersburg, Russia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 169
Aynslie Ogden, Project Officer, Northern Research Institute, Yukon College, Canada  . . . . . 171
Oleg Reut , Petrozavodsk State University, Russia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 174
Tanja Tirronen, Researcher, The Northern Institute for Environmental and Minority 
Law, University of Lapland, Finland  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 179

Appendix  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 181
• Position Paper Authors   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 183
• Program of the first NRF  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 184
• List of Participants  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 188
• The 2nd NRF - call for participation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 199

6

C
o

n
ten

ts

ˇ ,


