
   
 

Arctic Yearbook (AY) is an open access international and interdisciplinary peer-reviewed journal, published at www.arcticyearbook.com to ensure 
wide distribution and accessibility to a variety of stakeholders and observers. Established in 2012, AY seeks to be the preeminent repository of critical 
analysis on the Arctic region, with a mandate to inform observers, about the state of Arctic politics, security and governance. As an online scholarly 
publication, AY provides a platform for authors to critically evaluate the debates and issues being discussed in the circumpolar north and promote the 
dissemination of knowledge through the maximization of information technology.  

This year’s AY focuses on the theme of “The Arctic Council: 20 Years of Cooperation and Policy-Shaping” as an acknowledgement of the central role 
the Council has played in regional governance and stability-building during the past two decades. AY2016 is perhaps the most substantial evaluation of 
the Arctic Council ever published. In the section on the Arctic Council as an institution, our authors evaluate the Council’s ability to norm-set and identify 
emerging issues; its proficiency in creating space for Indigenous organizations as Permanent Participants, and non-Arctic states and NGOs as 
Observers; and media perceptions of its work. Taken together, the reader will better understand the constructed nature of the Arctic Council. The section 
on the interplay between science, diplomacy and policy helps illuminate how and why science can inform policymaking – perhaps one of the better 
known and celebrated accomplishments of the Arctic Council. We round off the scholarly component with a section on Arctic geopolitics and security, 
the raison d’être of the Arctic Yearbook and the joint NRF/UArctic Thematic Network on Arctic Geopolitics and Security which directs its publication. 
Headlines come and go, and come back again, but our authors provide much needed nuance to what are overwhelmingly superficial assessments of 
regional security in the mainstream media and corresponding grey literature. 

AY scholarly articles are paired with both Briefing Notes to provide succinct explanations of Arctic phenomena and issues of contemporary significance; 
as well as Commentaries by esteemed and influential decision-makers and experts that provide unique insight into the events and trends that have 
captured our interest in the past year.  

AY acknowledges the Arctic Portal for their generous technical and design support, as well as the scholars who provided peer review of the academic 
articles. We also thank Global Affairs Canada – Circumpolar Affairs for their support of the launch event in Ottawa on October 28th 2016; the University of 
the Arctic, with dedicated funding from the Government of Norway, for financial support of its planning and printing; and Harald Finkler for providing the 
cover image of AY2016. 
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SCHOLARLY PAPERS’ THEMES     COMMENTARIES 
Decision-Making in the Arctic Council and Indigenous Peoples   The Arctic Council: 20 Years of Policy Shaping 
The Arctic Council in the Arctic Norm-Setting Process   Timeline of 2016 Events 
Understanding Media Perceptions of the Arctic Council   Moving Forward with the Arctic Council 
A Social Network Analysis of AMAP     20th Anniversary of the Ottawa Declaration - interview 
Significance of “Emerging Issues” in the Arctic Council   U.S. Chairmanship of the Arctic Council at Mid-Point 
Science Diplomacy and the Arctic Council    Progress of the Standing Arctic Council Secretariat 
Arctic Governance on Global Environmental Threats    AEC and Sustainable Economic Development in the Arctic 
Greenland and the Arctic Council     Norwich Model Arctic Council 
Governance Issues in Solid Waste Management in Nunavut   AMSA as a Key Arctic Council Framework 
The Arctic Council and the Barents Euro-Arctic Region   Interventions of Collaboration in Sustainable Development 
Russian Air Patrols in the Arctic     Arctic Council’s New Arctic Science Cooperation Agreement 
Arctic Geopolitics between the EU, Norway and Russia   Future Partnerships for Sustainable Development  
Recent Developments in Danish Arctic Policy    Capacity and Support for AC Permanent Participants  
The Political Economy of Russia’s Reimagined Arctic   Regional Development and Policy Shaping with the AC 
        Regions and Cities in Arctic Cooperation 
        Missing Women in the Arctic 
        Lessons from the Canadian Northern Tour for Foreign Diplomats 
        Crystal Serenity and Arctic Shipping 
        Arctic Transdisciplinary Dialogue between Eurasia and America 
        Arctic Security Cooperation 
        Images, Dressing Up and the Arctic Council   

        BRIEFING NOTES  
        An Arctic Council Upgrade by WWF Arctic Programme 
        Lessons Learned from Recent AC Chairmanships 
        AC’s Task Force on Arctic Marine Cooperation 
        Arctic Research Across the Baltic States 
        Update on the Fulbright Arctic Initiative  
        The Polar Data Catalogue 
        Resilience through Calotte Academy’s Open Communication 
        Revisiting the Northern Forum 
        Arctic Five vs. Arctic Council 
        EU’s Arctic Future 
        Scotland and Arctic Policy Making 
        A5’s Stewardship in the Central Arctic Ocean 
        Arctic Council’s Impact on Arctic Shipping 


