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Calotte Academy 2014 on resource geopolitics and sovereignty z a preface

The international scientific symposiumCalotte Academy(CA)was arrangedin June 1-8,
2014 in Rovaniemiand Inari, Finland;in Kirkenes,Norway;and in Murmanskand Apatity,
RussiaThise S | addialsymposiunmtook an explicitfocuson issuesrelatedto sovereignty,
resource geopolitics and their interconnections,which were discussedholistically from
many anglesand disciplinaryapproachesand examinedat different scalesfrom local to
global. The presentations focused on topics ranging from such as mining, indigenous
LJS 2 Liigl8thiternative conceptualization®f securityand the globalizedArctic between
rapidresourcesglevelopmentand sustainability.

Theaddedvalueof the Calotte Academyliesin its explicitaimto createan alterna-
tive model for conventionalacademicconferencesn which the time allocatedfor genuine
discussia often remainsvery limited. This principle was indeed put into practicein the
2014 CA,whichincludedaltogether 34 academicand expert presentationsas well as hun-
dredsof commentsand questions.Majority of the participantswere early careerscientist
from the North Calotteregionaswell aselsewherefrom Europeand Russiaagndfrom Cara-
da, Chinaandthe United States.

In addition to the working sessionsf the Calotte Academythere were short open-
ingsaddressedwith a local flavor in eachof the five sites. The Arctic Yearbookreception
took placein Inari, while Apatity hosted a farewell dinner with somedancingaswell asar-
rangedan excursionto the Kirovskmine. Lastbut not least,there were tens of smallmeet-
ingson board during the touring synposiumwhile traveling by busthrough the North Ca-
lotte from Rovaniemito Inari, onwards to Kirkenes,Murmansk, Apatity and back to
RovaniemiAlsothe favorableweatherinfluencedthe atmosphereg it was+18Con the first
dayin Rovaniemi+24,4C on the secondday in Inari, and +27 C on the fifth day in Mur-
mansk,goingdownto +14Conly on the lastdaywhendrivingbackto Rovaniemi.

It is my great pleasureto thank first, all the active participantsof the 2014 Calotte
Academyfor their valuablecontributions, includingtheir sessionreports for the Final Re-
port. Secondthe organizersof the 2014 Academy Facultyof SocialSciencest the Unive-
sity of Lapland,SamiEducationalCentreof Inari, Departmentof SociologyPoliticalScience

and Commurty Planningat Universityof Tromsg,and LuzinInstitute for EconomicStudies



at KolaScienceof RussiarAcademyof Sciences, aswell asthe sponsors Nordic Councilof
Ministers, Inari Municipal Business& DevelopmentNordica,and NorwegianBarentsSecre-
tariat. Theymadeit possibleto builda W 6 NJbver#dible ¢ | (1 SuNBu@ranteefinancing
for the 2014 Academyas a unique travelling symposium.Particularly,| want to thank the
SamiEducationalCentreof Inarifor their very kind hospitality ¢ if the North Calotteis the

Calotte! O R SwordQrariisits center.

Finally,I would like to thank the membersof the CASteeringGroup¢ Anne-Matrie,
Gunhild,Hanna,JussiLauraand Ludmilag for their valuablecontributionsin preparations

andimplementation of the Academy.

Onbehalfof the SteeringGroup

LassHeininen

Picture:Laura Olsén



PROGRAMNDREPORTEROMSESSIONS

MONDAY2nd of June, Arctic Centre auditorium, Arktikum House, Rovaniemi
Weather:+18 C,Sunny

Z Dr.HeatherExnerPirot, Universityof SaskatchewarCanadatt b 2 NIREsSUXIDe-
velopmentand Impact BenefitAgreements: Will CedingState Responsibilities Ced-
ingState{ 2 SNBAIY iASaKé

E ResearchefhDcandidateLaua Olséen,Arctic Centre,Universityof Lapland Fnland:
G Ly RA BIS ¢ 2@nSpadfivéo environmentalecurityissuesnthe Arcii A O ¢

Z ProfessorLassiHeininen,Universityof Lapland,Finland:a 9 y @A NP gcondnyiaj I £ =
societaland geopoliticaldynamic in the GlobalArctic,andtheir globalimplicail A 2 y & £

Report from session 1:

(Rapporteur:ResearchefP’hDcandidateNikolasSellheim Facultyof Law, Universityof Lgp-
land,Finland)

Sessionl markedthe openingof the Calotte Academy2014 and was compiised of three

presentations.Thefirst was held by Heather ExnerPirot and dealt with the highly conten-

tious issue of Northern resourcedevelopmentand impact benefit agreements.An impact
benefit agreement(IBAs)is a de facto agreementbetween the industry and First Nations
before any projectsare beingimplementedin which EIAs.employmentquotasor revenue
sharingelementsare set forth. Governmentdoes not have a formal role in these agree-
ments. Both good and bad impactscan be attributed to IBAs.Postively can be noted that

they lend legitimacyto aboriginalland rights, increasethe degreeof selfdeterminationto

FirstNationsandthat they can bring stability and predictabilityto expensiveand risky min-

ing projects. On a negative note, IBAsoften impose confidentiality clauseswhich muzzle
community debate while the state does not exert sovereigntythrough any regulatory
framework. Audiencediscussionshowedthat confidentiality clausesprevent learning be-
tween the communitiesand is there no information comingout. First Nationshire lawyers
and consultantsto get most out of the IBAbut it is often not the community benefitting
from the agreement.Yet,all in all IBAsare getting better and FirstNationsare getting savv-

er when negotiatingthe IBAs.However,everybodypreparesfor the boom, but nobodypre-
paresfor the bust.

LauraOlsén substituting delayed Gerald Zojer, presentedher researchproject on

IndigenousLJS 2 LiferSpdiive®n environmentalsecurityissuesin the Arcticin which she
focuseson the Sami.Shemakesuseof a broadnotionof W& S O dzblddingéribnmental,
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economic,military, political and socialaspects Her identified major securitythreats are in-

ter alia inadequateknowledge,a lack of socialwelfare or increasimg crime. Sheaimsto as-
sesshow indigenouspeoplesseeand identify securitythreats and highlightedthat research
alreadyexistsin Canadaput not sufficientlyin Europeor Russia. Usingpost-colonialstudies
asa framework, Lauraengagesn a theoreticd converstion on environmentaland human
security. Discussantpointed out that when doing postcolonial framework research,one
usesa western scientificunderstandingand western concepts(suchas objectivity) and it

therefore alsocomeswith a valuebias. Theimportanceof languageaspart of the method-

ology aswell asa potential mismatchbetween academicallydentified threats and threats
that are actuallyfelt by the indigenouspeopleswere pointed out.

LassiHeininendealt with Environmentalgecononic, societaland geopoliticaldynam-
icsin the GlobalArcticand essentiallydealt with changeghat Arctichasexpeiencedin the
last 20-25 years:The Arctic as military theatre to a cooperativeforum, basedon environ-
mental challengesand problems, followed by sovereigntybasedperception to the Arctic
Ocearwithout ice. TheW D f 2 &lBif thiScOntextdenotesthe Arcticasbeing,inter alia, a
sinkof pollutants,warmingand holdingeconomicpotential or beinga spaceof W Firf aad fly
2 dzir - and outmigration. Moreover, the Arcticis a mineralreserve hasimplicationsfor
globaltrade andis hometo indigenouspeoplesandtheir traditional knowledge. Thediscts-
siondealtto a greatdealwith infrastructureasbeingrelevantwithin all elementsof change.
Therole of the military for maintaininginfrastructuree.g.in the northern searoute couldbe
animportant elementin the context of the WD £ 2 &I dswed.Q

N~ A s o~ =

E M.Soc.SciGerdd Zojer, University of Vienna, Austria: & { 4 NB y JsiovérSighty y 3
through Arctic cooperation:Offshorehydrocarborextractionas a vehicleto maintain
prevailingpowerNB f | 1 A 2y a ¢

Z ResearcherPhD candidate GustavPétursson,University of Lapland,iceland ¢ b S &
ArcticSecurityParadigmcapabilitiesand limitations: the caseof L OS f | Y R €

w Dr.NengyeLiu,Marie CurieFellow,Schoolof Law,Universityof Dundee:€ / K ARble U a
in the ChangingGovernancef Arctic{ KA LJLJA y 3 €

Report from session 2:

(Rapporteur Researcher,PhD candidate Joél Plouffe, Ecole nationale RQ! RY A Yy A & G NI
Publigue(ENAP)Montreal, QuebecCanada)

GeraldZojer startedthe afternoonsessiorwith apresentationon & { i NB y Sover&gyt A y 3
ty through Arctic cooperation:offshore hydrocabon extraction asa vehicleto maintaining
prevailingpowerNE  f | (izdj&@afgletithat cooperationbetweenArcticstatesthroughthe
Arctic Councilfacilitated better resourcedevelopmentcollaborationbetween these states
and their transnationalcorparations. Correspondinglyin the era of climate changeand in-
creasinginterestsin extractiveactivitiesin the Arctic, the established cooperationcanalso
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be seenasa model and driver for better Arctic governanceand environmentalprotection,
consideriry that all Arctic statessharethe sameobjectivesof developingArctic natural re-
sources A major themethat wasaddressedy Zojerwasthe role of developmentand ener-
gy/environmentalsecurityin the Arctic. He arguedthat suchdevelopmentwould leadto a
commonunderstandingof environmentaland sustainabilityissuesin the Arctic; bring states
closerin harmonizedpolicy making;and foster knowledgesharingacrossbordersfor such
concerns.n the group discissionsthe ideathat oil and gasdevelopmentcould actuallybe
presentedasa cornerstoneof Arcticgovernancevasa bit surprisingfor someof the partici-
pantswho invited the presenterto try to refine his argumentswith increaseddata (qualita-
tive and/or quantitative). Much discussiorwas also driven by the controversialconceptof
sustainabilityin the context of extractive activities. It was also made clear that although
somemight call Arcticstatesa G Krétic/ 2 dzy iQidréminéledthat the Arctic Councilis not
a unitary state actor in the regionandthus Arctic statesnationalforeign policiesmust not be
overlookedwhendealingwith the questionof circumpolarcooperation.

The following paper by Gustav Péturssonwas entitled & b SAactic SecurityPasa-
digm? Capabilitiesand Limitations:the caseof L O S f In yh&pbst-Cold War era, and as
new securityissuesemergewith climate change(i.e. increasedhuman/economicactivities
in andaroundliceland)t S (i dzNJréséntatd@vasshapedby the questionof how Iceland
candraw on externalstrength/capabilities/capacitieso ensureits own nationalsovereignty
and security. As an Arctic state feeling the pressureof globalizationbrought by climate
change,lcelandis concernedby suchissuesas increasedshipping,resourceextraction in
and around its EEZsearchand rescueresponsibilitiesetc. Suchissuesof W & | Fe§uiréaQ
strategicplan and better partnershipswith neighboringallieswho cansharethe burden of
L OS f segufty@sa regionalpartner. Thediscussiorperiod broughtup the major issueof
L OS f soyeri@yin sucha context. Whatisb ! ¢ o2 &ndwho exactlyare thesestate
partnersthat will engagen suchdiscussionswith IcelandWVhereare the Canadiangandthe
AmericansWhatisw dza drdle? Thast S i NHzéo&rbyfiehavasdefinitely on the ques-
tion of how Arctic statesare organizinghemselvego plantheir defenseand nationalsea-
rity ¢ in a conventionalperspectiveg but alsohow W & | Edhribbe&left out of the broader
equationof securitycooperationframeworkbetweenArcticstates.

Finally the first dayendedwith a verylively andinsightful presentationby Dr. Neng-
yeLiuona / KArgtie{ K A LIk sfaftet] bis presentationby explainingthat while many
observersand commentatorsspendmuchtime askingwhy Chinais interestedin the Arctic
and what are Chineseambitionsin the region, Liu respondedby stating bluntly: why not?
Chinais a world shippingpower; it holdsalmost9%of the total world deadweighttonnage;
shippingis profitable; and pursuingresearchon theseissuesiand more broadlyon the Arc-
tic) is not surprisingconsideringhe major changeshappeningandtheir implicationson Ch-
neseinterests.In hisview, it is misleadingand unproductiveto only look at Chinain the Arc-
tic, while many other shippingpowers are alreadythere, and have been there for some
yearsnow (e.g. Germany).His talk reflected on the question of the level of / K A ypito-Q a
activenessn the Arctic, for exampleChinesenfluenceand work on the L a h EbkrCode
and additional needed harmonizationof environmentalprotection standardsrequired for
Arctic shipping(alsoseee.g.the recent cooperationagreementbetweenthe ChinesePolar
Researchnstitute and COSCO)iuarguedthat it isin/ K A yhter@sito adop the manda-
tory PolarCode,and it could be expectedthat Chinacould eventuallyattempt to pursue
other statesto reshapeUNCLOG$.e. Article 234)asto makeit reflectiveof the ice-free Arc-
tic. Onthe issueof the Arctic Council the fact that Chinahas voluntarilybecomean obsew-
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er, this participationis reflective of Chinesewillingnessto recognizeand abide by the rules
of the Arctic Councilregime,and similarlyto other Asianstates,Chinawill definitely usethis
forum to influencepolicy makingin the Arctic. Liu concludedthat China,asa maritime and
shippingpower, shouldbe more engagedand pro-activeon Arcticissues.

TUESDAY3 of Junein Sami Cultural Centre, Sajos,Inari, Finland
Weather: +24,4CelsiusSunnythe warmestplacein Finland

Session 3: (Rights of indigenous peoples, resource exploitation _and public_inte r-
estso

A Openingwords AnuAvaskariMunicipalityof Inari

A RectorLiisaHolmberg,SamiEducationalCentre,Finland:éSamiresearchparadigm -
Whatisimportant in researchand educationin the Sami- NS I K €

Z ResearcherPhDcandidate,NikolasSellheim,Universityof Lapland,Germany:d ¢ K S
right to not beingindigenous; Resourcautilizationin Newfoundlandsealingcomnu-
nA O0ASaé

Z B.Soc.ScissiHarkomaa,Universityof Lapland,Finland:a w A ®fidniligenouspeo-
ples:State,individualrightsandgroupNA I K (G & ®¢



Report from the session 3:

(Rapporteus M.Soc.ScreemuOivo, Universityof Lapland,Finlandand Communicatiorof-
ficer TomFriesthe ArcticCouncilSecretaria}

Anu Avaskarj a member of the SamiParliamentand the chair of Inarinsaamelaisetvel-
comedattendeesto Inariandintroducedthe basicsand currentissuesof the Sami.Thefun-
damentalswere that there are four popularlyusedlanguagesn the Inari municipality where
there are approximately7 000 inhabitantsout of which onethird are Sami.Samilanguages
usedin educationand health and socialservicesn the area,howeverhigh standardhealth
servicesare locatedin RovaniemiDespiteof the languagechallengethere hasbeensuccess
in revitalizingof Sdmilanguagesn the Inari areawhere tourismis the main sourceof liveli-
hood. Reindeerherding employsabout 200 people. The Samiissueis currently in an im-
portant phasesincethere are two relevantbills under administrativeprocess:the actson
Samiparliamentand forest governanceThelatter is more important and there are conflid-
ing viewson the topic. The Sdmigroupsseekto form a commonstandin politicsin the way
the SkoltSamialreadyhaveestablished.

Liisa Holmberg introduced the structure, education and participants of the Sami
training institute where sheworks asthe rector. Much of work is donein film document-
tions. Holmbergemphasizé the needto understandparadigmsof the Samiresearchsince
to provide good educationone must understandthe societyaswell. Shedistinguishedhow
in the past people from outside have conductedresearchwithout understandingcultural
background®f the Sdmipeoples.

Theinternational coordinatorof the municipalityof Inari, Eila Rimpildainen,contrib-
uted muchto the local perspectivein the discussionThefact that there is no teacheredu-
cation availablein the Sdmiareabut only in more south in Rovaniemiand Oulu was re-
vealed;it was also made clear that other revitalisationof languagess done by language
nest educationsof the Samitraining institutes. Thequestionon how is good Samiresearch
conductedalsoraiseda lot of discussionThereis a will to givelocalinformation for a good
researchmade from outside the communities,but more scholarswith Samibackground
would be hoped for. Althoughperspectivedrom outside can be beneficial, it is difficult to
understandwell communitiesif you hl @ S igalyilived in them. Therehasbeen research
doneon Samithat haveupsetsomemembersof the communitiesregardingsuchquestions
asto how to definethe Sdmipeoplewithout takinginto accountthe Sdmiviewpoints.These
standsof academicsare worrying becausethey have authority in political and popular dis-
course.

AssiHarkoma firesentationfocusedon the tension raisedby indigenouspeoLJt S & Q
rights, which appearto exist as group rights and humanrights outside of, but within the
context of, sovereignstates.In addition, indigenousLJS 2 Ligiisate comprisedof both
individualand collectiverights, betweenwhich a separatetension exists.Thisis highlighted
in particular by the heated debatesover implementation of indigenouspeoLJt $ightQ in
Finland.Ms. Harkomadfirst reviewedthe history of the conceptof humanrights,aswell as
the distinctionsbetweenminority rights andindigenousrights ¢ both at the group andindi-
vidual levels. The discussionthat followed included challengingquestionson the natural
tension between human rights and state sovereignty,particularly in the Finnishcontext.
Audiencemembersraisedquestionsof groupidentification (e.g.a 2 K 2righ$isit to decide



who is Samiandwho is Y’ 2 (i l&rid @éxaminedthe tension both between the Finnishgov-
ernmentandthe Samithemselvesaswell aswithin Samicommunities,over this fundamen-
tal issue.

In his presentation,Nikolas Sellheimscrutinizedthe predominanceof the a | 6 B NJA 3
nal dz& &r§umentin discussionsabout the use of marine mammals,looking at the case
study of the EUsealproductstrade ban and its exemptionfor indigenouscomrmunities. He
exploredthe impact of this dominantunderstandingonb S ¢ T 2 dzy’ RriedoyfdesBwE Q
eignty and their right to use and market products stemming from commercial, non-
indigenoussealhunts. Hisown field work experiencesuggestshat sealis usedin communi-
ties for meat, blubberand oil aswell asfur. In addition, Newfoundlandseding communities
havedevelopedtraditions of makingclothes,boots and other materialsout of sealskinover
manygenerationsandtheseactivitiesand skillshavebecomecentral to communitylife and
identity. He examinedand questionedthe ideathat &  NIAR ¢nd dcémmerciad cannot
go handin-hand,and pointed out that ¢ evenasa commercialmarketfor sealproductscol-
lapsedaltogether¢ subsistencesealingpersistedin the Newfoundlandcommunitieshe vis-
ited. The discussionconcludedwith a restatementof the importance of commercialand
subsstencesealing,as well as other seafaringactivities,to the culture, history, and social
fabric of manycoastalNewfourdland communities whetherindigenousor non-indigenous.

Pture: Laura Olsén



Session4: 0 $ E OA I ddddébhatds on land use and exploitation of natural re-
Ol OOAAODD

Z Geologist,M.A. Antti Peronius,Gold ProspectorsAssociationof FinnishLapland & D aizA
anceand monitoring of the gold mining as well asits relationshipto land and nature
dza S ¢

E Dr. Ludmilalvanova,Luzininstitute for EconomicStudies KolaScienceCentreof RAS,
RussiadForestmanagementating: resultsof the MurmanskNB 3 A 2 y €

Z Communicationsofficer Tom Fries, the Arctic Council Secretariat:¢Q . S KOpghR
5 2 2 dJeltateson resourcegeopoliticsin the publicd LIK S NS €

EZ ProjectManagerVenlaKarkolalnari MunicipalBusinesand DevelopmentFinland:
G D 2 f Ge&pyirkof LaplandLINR 2 SO €

Report from session 4:

(RapporteurB.Soc.SciB.A.Tuul TanninenUniversityof Lapland Finland)

In the fourth sessiongeologistAntti Peroniusfrom the Goldt N2 & LISASsh@atithof)
FinnishLapland,stressedthe importance of gold diggingas traditional Lappishlivelihood.
TheAssociatiorhasabout4000members,andrevenuesof golddugin Laplandequalhalf of
that receivedfrom the Tenoriver salmon.Thisis to saythat gold diggingis a remarkable
part of localbusinessHowever,gold prospectorsneedmanypermitsfrom different author-
ities. Theprocedure is expensiveand time-consumingout the resultsare not guaranteed It
is easyto complainandto preventgold digging.Thisis especially problematicbecausesmall
and largescaleactivitiesneed the samepermissions.The gold diggersare advisedto stay
calm,but they arereadya Gfight 6 I Gfithieir livelihood is in danger.The core messageof
t S NP ydsthat tQere is enoughroom for everybodyin Lapland put there is no room for
expensiveébureaucracyA new mininglaw is in processwhich causes debate.

Dr. GalinaPoichivalov& &dm the Luzininstitute for EconomicStudies KolaScience
Centreof RASpresentationd w S & Zegphdin§corporationsof the RussiarNorth: impact
onregionalR S @S t 2 WdsSogtpbsed/cancelled.

Dr. LudmilalvanovaQ al&orepresentingthe Luzininstitute for EconomicStudies Ko-
la ScienceCentreof RAS presentationdealt with forest managementand its rating in the
RussiarFederation A recentturning point wasthe adoption of the ForestCodewhich high-
lightsthe role of localauthorities.However there wasno mechanisnto evaluatethe quali-
ty of forestry managementThereforethe RussiaWWWFandthe NationalRatingAgencyim-
plementeda project on definingecologicalrating of forest industry companiesin Russa. It
wasthe first ever Russiarattempt to independentlyevaluateforestry management; which
wasurgentlyneeded.Therating revealedthat populationwasinadequatelyinformed. New
aspectsof forestry ¢ environmental,socialand economicg were considerel. Blocksof crite-
ria were used concerningeconomicefficiency, legislativeframework and fire prevention,
andthe shareof forest sectorin the regionaleconomyetc.



Communication®fficer Tom Friesfrom the Arctic CouncilSecretariaigavean exam-
ple abaout alternative meansfor public discussionTheaim wasto showhow resourcepoli-
tics are discussedn Twitter and why academicshouldconsiderTwitter asan integral part
of their public profile. If one knowsthe conventions,one hasa trendy forum which helps
oneto seethe biggerpicture andtake part in recentdiscussionskrieshighlightedthe inner
logic of Twitter: which topics are discussedogether, which actorsare active and who gets
most visibility via re-tweets. It isimportant especiallyfor youngerresearchersdo spreadthe
word about their efforts. In Twitter it is easyto make contactor commentandshow2 y' S Q &
activity. Whenit comesto marketing,brandingoneselfand making2 y* So@ricontributions
accessibles madeeasierby the useof Twitter. However,it isrecommendedo use Twitter
onlyin additionto other fora.

ProjectManagerVenlaKarkola representinglnari Municipal Businesand Develp-
ment, told about the GoldenGeoparkof Laplandproject which aims at establishinga ge-
oparkin northern FinnishLapland.A geoparkis a geologicallyinterestingarea. The Global
Network of NationalGeoparksvorksasa marketingchannelunderthe well-knownumbre-
la of UNESCQwhich helpsto make the conceptmore easilyrecognizableThe aim of the
geoparkproject is to support local culture and communitiesby giving more visibility for
Lappishecotourism;it is not a protected area. The main themesin the GoldenGeoparkof
Laplandwill be gold, gedogy, nature and local culture. There are at the moment 58 ge-
oparksin Europe,but only one in Finland,in Rokua.The Lappishgeoparkwill coveran area
from Inarito Lemmenjokiand Vuotso.Thewhole Geoparkareais known for its wilderness
andgolddiggingheritage."Thefirst possibletimeframeto geta geoparkstatusisin 2015.

Picture: Laura Olsén
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WEDNESDAY4" of June, Barents Secretary, Kirkenes, Norway
Weather:+19,6,Sunny

Session5: O %A | 1 _risks dhoddrisis, and ecosystem-management i AAOOOA O6

Z Welcomingwords by Director Rune Rafaelsen NorwegianBarents Secretariatand
SecretaryGeneralAri Sirén International BarentsSecretary

Z ProfessoAllanSandeUniversityof Nordland,Norway:a h dvillingin the PolarOcean
and Ecosystermanagemenplanningof the Barents{ S| ¢

Z Dr. TatianaAlieva,Luzin Institute for Economicstudies,KolaScienceCentreof RAS,
RussiaApatity, Murmanskregion, Russiai ¢ Kn&in expectedchangesn the legish-
tive regulationof environmentalprotectionfor environmentallyhazardoudacilitiesin
the Russiad NG A O¢

Z ResearchePhDcandidatellari Nikula,Universityof Lapland Fnland: 6Recmstructing
natureg

g Dr. AnastasidChaparginal.uzininstitute for Economicstudies, KolaScienceCentre of
RASRussiad ¢ Kt&bility secretof the MurmanskNBE 3 A 2 v £

Report from session 5:

(RapporteurResearchef?hDCandidateAndrianVlakhov, EuropeanUniversityat St. Peters-
burg,Russia)

Sessiorb of the 2014 Academybrought forward the environmentalissuesof Arctic
scienceThesessiorwasprecededby two shorttalksby the Kirkeneshosts:RuneRafaelsen
Director of the NorwegianBarents Secretariatpresentedthe { S O NB (wbrkidnd his R-a
sighton Arcticfuturesandthe NB 3 Aeoyidini political and cultural development.Onthe
other hand, Ari Sirén Headof the International BarentsSecretariat, highlightedthe need
for international cooperationin the Arctic and the major issuesfaced by Arctic actorsin
their economicactivities.

Oil drilling was the major topic of ProfessorAllan Sand& #alk, where the way in
which environmentaltechnologiesare producedwas described.Sande working in the Sa-
ence and TechnologyStudiesframework, indicated the connectionbetween policymaking
and sciencethat he hasbeen studyingin the caseof Arctic offshore carbohydratesextrac-
tion. Havingdescribedthe seaplanning,role of oil and gasfor the Norwegianeconomy,and
the oil drilling history in the BarentsSea,ProfessorSandecomparedconservationand ex-
ploration processesand concludedthat a complexnetwork of dedsion-makingprocesses
and power relationsexistsin the contextof offshare drilling. Also of interest, in his opinion,
is the fact that Norway has been exporting technologiesof offshore drilling to the whole
Arctic.

Russiarresearcherf the KolaScienceCenter,Dr. TatianaAlievaand Dr. Anastasia
Chapargingpresentedanother casearea, the KolaPeninsulan the Northwest RussiaHav-

11



ing consideredthe recent and upcomingchangesn the Russiarenvironmental legislation,
Alieva analyzedthe main trajectories of environmentalpolicy in transition and the main

challengesemergent during the environmentalLINE 3 Ndhp¥@edtation. Duringthe dis-

cussionit wasnoted that there is real lackof knowledgeabout the Russiamrctic, underlin-

ing the importanceof studieson Russiaand bridgingthe gapbetweenWesternand Russian
approadies. Chaparginastudyingthe investmentpolicyin the MurmanskOblastin Russia,
describedthe existinginvestmentsystemin the region and the possiblemeasuresfor its

improvement. Shealso pointed out the importance of Nordic cooperationin the regiond

economicsystem.

Broadeninghe scopeof the environmentalagenda,llari Nikula from the University
of Laplandbrought forward the possibleneedto rethink the conceptsof nature and enu-
ronment, whichhavebeenfunctioningin the frameworksof neoliberdism and sustainability
studies. Nikula suggestsanother approachand an alternative view to humannature rela-
tions. Applyingcritical discourseanalysiso environmentalreports, he concludedthat both
politics and policiesare justified with wellbeingof the biosphere,not the well-being of the
humans.He suggestedhat the policy basedlargely on natural scientificworldview is not
universallyapplicable andthat the nature-focusedapproachto environmentneglectingthe
humansshouldbe reconsidered.

The very essenceof the sessionindicatedthat the environmentalissuesare of high-
estimportancein the modern socialsciencespoth from globaland regional, Wedern and
Russianas well political and economicperspectives.The possibleneed for deconstrucing
and/or reviewingenvironmentrelated conceptswasalsovisibleandit canbe usedasa pos-
siblespringboardor the future researchin the area.

Picture:Laura Olsén
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Report from session 6:

(Rapporteur:ResearchePhDCandidateJaspemooij, Universityof Groningenthe Nether-
lands)

GalinaKharitonovaQ gresentationunderlinedthat environmentalissuesplay a largerole in
the current problemsfacingthe Arctic. Relatedto this isimprovingthe quality of life, one of
the mainpolicydirectionsof Russian the Arctic.Qualityof life includesenvironmentalqual-
ity, but alsoliving standardsand lifestyles.In the Strategyof national security of the Russian
Federaion to the year 2020t is stated that the personalsecurity and interests are im-
portant, but in practicein the Arctic state securityis leading.Asa result out of the four de-
fined priorities of personalsecurityonly improvinghealth, preparingfor extraordinarysitua-
tions and combatingterrorism are improving. Enviraamental quality is falling behind. Also,
againstthis backgroundthe largeeconomicpotential in the Arcticandthe strengtheningof
the military presence the standardof living hasdecreasedsince2007.Beingthe leastim-
portant aspectof quality of living,environmentalquality is ever more lackingbehind.

It seemsthis quality can only be developedwhen the other priorities are fulfilled.
However since 12" of April the program for sodal developmentin the Arctic has been
adaptedwith 12 basicdevelopmentzones.lt isthe expectationthat the living standardwill
increase.And the programincludesa systemof monitoring the environmentalissuesand
developmentssuchasthe effect of extractingthe resourcedrom the Arctic. Thecomments
from the audienceshowedsomehesitationabout the implementationof the environmental
system.Alsothe primacyof military and economicdevelopmentis seenas a hindranceto
investmentsin environmentd issuesand programs.But there are alsoupsides.In the Mur-
manskregionthe secondargestenvironmentalproblem (the first beingnuclearradiation)is
beingdealtwith. Already6 billion tons of military wastehasbeenremovedfrom the region.

Subsequento the presentationon improvingthe quality of life in the RussiaArctic,
HannalLempinencontinued on the questionwhat socialsustainabilityactuallyrefers to in
the debatesaround the Arctic energyscape Sustainabilityis a key argumentin energy
related debatesg however,the conceptof socialsustainabilityin this debate,however,isan
unknowndefinition. Usuallyit is interchangeablyusedin the context of indigenouspeople
or employment.In the Arcticenergydebatesthis useis problematicasit doesnot allow for
includingdifferent other possibleaspectsof the social.Thusthe socialhasto be redefinedin
this debate.lIsit only human,or more than human,or the whole systemaroundthe behav-
ior of humans?Other questionsaroundthis conceptua debatefocusupon the whether the
conceptof socialshouldbe defined with the risk of limiting research,whether socialis de-
pendingon the geographicatontext, what parameterscanbe includedin the definition and
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whether we are comingto the conclusbn there is no suchthingasW & 2 GaturefreQetirch
will searchthe answersto thesequestions and contribute to this veryinterestingdebate

Picture: Laura Olsén
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Report from session 7:

(RapporteurB.Soc.ScAssiHarkoma,Universityof Lapland Finland)

The morning sessionin Murmansk addressed the theme of economic developmentin
comparisonto regional development.First Dr. Heather Nicol gave a presentation about
economicdevelopment,indigenousgovernanceand Arctic sovereignty.She pointed out
that ArcticOceansovereigntyand economicdevelopmentare two sidesof the samecoin.In
order to understanddevelopmentwe need to understandland claimsand more enrage
developmenthistory. In Canada’$istory there hasbeen agreementson developmentand
resourcesuse related to indigenouspeoples” land claims and some of the many mega
projects have been destructive. The structure of development experience has moved
towards co-managementrelationshipsthat involvesindigenouspeoples.Thisdevelopment
started to become & Yy 2 NJY lini the@CaradianNorth. Today however the nested co-
managementevelopmentmodel hasexperiencedad O f ol | gCahdindigenouspeoplehas
not beenableto participatein the F dzii dds\BIGpenentplansin satisfactorymanner. The
problem seemsto be that in CanadianStudiesthere is no real discussionof development
models.Thefocusis on political restructuringandthere is a lackof knowledgein the details
of investmentand developmentin the North. Dr. Nicol concludedher presentationcalling
out researchon developmentmodelsthat are usedto justify economicinterventionsin the
context of aboriginal sel-government.Critical view on i 2 R dév€ldpmentshelps us to
understandinkagesetweeneconomicand political decisiormaking.

PhD candidate Tuomas Suutarinen gave a presentation on resource geopolitics
combiningthe theme to mining industry of the Murmanskregion. Suutarinenhas made
researchon resourcegeopoliticsimpactson regionalandlocallevelsand on sociceconomic
development in the Murmansk region and its mining communities. We learned that
Murmanskarea has a dual role for the state as a military and resourceregion. Natural
resourcesplay a bigrole in the areaand it hasan effect on regionaldevelopment.Through
national champions,like Norilsk Nicke| it becomesa state-level agendaand corporate
politicshasa centralrole in the decisionrmakingprocesson regionaland locallevels. These
developmentshavelocal consequencesnd they causelocal sociceconomicrestructuring.
Suutarinen talked about local resource curse and described different elements that
characterizethese kinds of communities. It restricts local developmentand strengthens
local identity as resourceproducer as well as holds companiesand createsunsustainable
local sociceconomicdevelopment.Potentialisolation may have consequences$o resource
extraction. In the Murmanskregion the politics influence on the local opinionson foreign
directinvestments.In the locallevelthe role of the foreigninvestorsas potential investors
to mining of the Murmanskregion becomescomplicated.For examplein the local level
majority acceptspotential Fl and western technologyis seenas indispensableput at the
sametime Russia strategicindustries should be strictly controlled by the state so that
these industries are not independenton Fl. Suutarinenconcluded his presentation by
pointing out that the strategicdiscourseselatedto resourceextractionin the RussiarNorth
haveconsequences globalandlocallevels.Suutarinenasksimportant questionslike: Will
the Murmanskregionbecomeresourcemilitary regionwith semiclosedcharacteror region
with greater scaleof opennessand economicdiversification?And in the greater resource
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politics scale, do we see resourcebased developments and isolation of resource
communities?Theresult of Suutarinen”sstudy showsthe restrengtheningof the local self
impressionsas strategic resource producersand low level of diversificationof local and
regionaleconomy.

In the last presentationof the sessiondean Viktor Medvedevaddresseghe theme
of resourcegeopoliticsand sovereignty Medvedevbeganhis presentationby pointing out
the changesn the Arcticthat havedevelopedgrowinginteresttowardsthe area.Becausef
the changeshe seesthe Arctic asan arenawhere interestsof the most powerful countries
meet and sometimes cross with each other. This tense and competitive co-operation
arousesquestionsof safetyand sovereignty Medvedevuseda theory of political economy
to explaind (i I écthas the Arctic. He saidthat there are two basicrules;the proprietor
must defendand effectivelymanagethe objectsof property; andthe proprietor createsthe
rules for holders of keepingobjects of his property. In modern times only the statescan
create conditions of effective property holding. In modern geopoliticsthere are state-
objectsand state-subjects.Becauseof the high-costsof military and hi-tech developments,
only the powerful statescan be subjectsin geopolitics.The power of modem geopoliticsis
basedon economicaljdeological military and political force. Medvedevpresentsd Imap of
this 3 I Y @here rich minefieldsand undefined status of borders may provoke a conflict
betweenleadingcountriesand politicatmilitary alliancesof the world when it comesto the
Arcticexploration.Healsohighlightssomeof the actionsthat RussiarFederationis takingin
order to ensurew dza apbsitiéhasthe leadingArctic player. The Arctic region may give a
new impact to economic growth of the RussianFederation,to modernization of the
economyandto the growth of Russia sole asa globalpower. Despiteof the discussion®f
co-operationRussia’simisto gaincontrol overthe areaandto be a major decisionrmaker
in the Arctic. Insteadof acceptingglobalizationRussias developingits own regionalmodel
where there are international co-operation in some sectors, but also developmentand
utilization of naturalresourcesare underthe RussiarC S R S Ndcantko? y Q
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